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The Love Canal crisis was _20'yeérs--_aggo-. At
that time we didn’t know about the human
health effects of many of the chemicals
buried at Love Canal. Today we know much
more but there are many unanswered
questions that remain. :

€ This:bulletin is thé first’in a series which we
+‘hppe will not only keep you informed of the
- benefits of the Love Canal Medical Fund but
also help you with information on ways to
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deteet-diseases-eatly and how-some-diseases -
) may be related to your exposures

Informaﬂ(m Abmlt the Plan

Some befiéfits for taedioal problems reason-

ably associated with exposure at Love Canal-

are‘cteted by the banefit program even if
your kawsuit directly compensated yéu for

" tharproblem: Suth benefits applygnly to
- éxpenishs you have incurred sitegthe

settlement of the lawsmt in 1985

Please keep in mmd t’hai covered medical

- problemss include those which existed at the

= time-of the lawsuit,.amd ¢lso any katent i
illnesses which may: havedeifeloped since ¢ -
movmg from the Love Canal area. . .o

" Recently, the Medical Fund Beard has
- redeived requests-for information.about a
" variety of issues relating to pregridney. In
response to these questions; we pressnt the -
followmg information.

The Medlcal Fund W11L pay fox ‘expgnses in -
connectron with mscamages and shllbu'ths
of a female benefi'cmry, as we ds for
amniocentesis and sonograms. The Medical .

' Fund will not pay for expenses in, connection
with normal pregnancy or matermty care
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Exposures

Love Canal residents were exposed to over
200 different kinds of chemicals. Some
chemicals we know cause birth defects

(such as dioxin) and some we know can
cause learning disabilities (such as mercury).

But we have little understanding of what the

combination of chemicals can. or will do -
during pregnancy. We also don’t know what

chemicals can do after exposure has stopped
~-~wherrthe person already hasa body burden o

has already been affected by the chericals.

Body Burdens

oA J
When peo;ple are ex,posed;a fat soluble
chemicals such as PCBs or dloxm, some of
these chemicals are stored in the body fat.
Over time, the bod will rid itself of the
stored cheimcals the time varymg with' the
chemical, -

~ When a woman becomes pregnant, some of |

her body fat is used to nourish the developing

’ fetus. If there are chemicals in her body fat,

‘they may be carried across'the placenta into

. {he goveloping fetus.

Breast milk is very hlugh in fat content.” When

moth‘agm%%rég"ﬁémicals in their

‘body breast feed. their children, again a
‘portion of their body ‘bm‘den ‘of chemicals is -

 released into the m1lk and then mfo Péhmm e

" infarit,
“Does this mean Love Canal children
_are likely to have babies w1th birth
- defects and learmng dlsablllt[es‘?

| No. It has been -_20 year_s since exposures

| from Love Canal and this passing of time has
- likely reduced women’s body burden of

chemicals.
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exposure stoppoﬂi&n -Fobmary *****

bef%  children conseive that
detect a Ill‘Oblem‘? |

Unfortﬂﬁﬁtsl’y; ﬂheté*a’fe“ﬁo&%&éﬁ%&ts Evoﬁ s

chromeiosie tests like therosithby-fovk at
Love Caiial: fele&secf it May‘i!%@' "W@B £ tell

you anything: R A

Tb@h};ﬂkﬁﬂ OIRE -a ;

broken i mm@mw@ommgr
exposdw) wotld fotbe: bml%&ma}%éme gsf o

What about genetlc testmg"
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* This tyge oﬁ'ﬁ‘e*s’émg Ean‘*ﬁaeiﬁdotéme o

chemicdl relited probiéms eithiér: Geneﬁ'@v

' testing is useful’ ohly 1’BY0u are fromta back— i

¥

_ ground ' Wh&éhas«parhtu%a& geheﬁo-pﬁiblem
. exists. T ST

86 W‘h&t tests are avarlabl@?

* There is 1o tés‘tti‘a?toan give yo\ﬁcmformatr@n

before concewmg Ammocentesm whlch can

e

be done after you aIe'pregnant, may detect a
_pr_o.:_:j g, early in the pregnancy. In this test a doctor
withdra s ,somammouo flvid from around the

AL

I &aby Ha,e.docpor then.sends. the fluid to a

];abm;atony for analyms Many birth defects. moj} be
identified through this procedure. However, you

) must be pregnant and the 'r,ost J}tsclfmcom{es Wlth

ck:

Former' residénts’ conco'm‘-s abom ‘this’ 1‘ss'ue are

valid: But, it’s also useful to remember that

several of the children born at Love Canal with the: -
fnost serious ’birthrdefects and other problems, were

‘-chddggg of two s zirents Who Were both lifetime
N romden S of the

| "‘__:other words_ both the

| 'Love Canal children are not hkoly to marry a

person who hved at Love Canal their entire hfc_._‘
This fact rediices but does not eliminate the ™
poss1b1'hty of having a birth defected child.

| Pl‘ease remeber, we wﬂl payupto |
$150 00 per year - per beneficlary
- foran annual phys:cal

. Formore mformg,twnwme

LCMF, P.O. Box 540,
Grand Tshaind, NY 14072
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